
Meeting Minutes of the 
BIRDSBORO BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
JANUARY 20, 2025 7:00 P.M.  – BOROUGH HALL 

 
 
Council roll call: 

Anthony Tucci, President – present   Matthew Elgonitis, Member – present 
Ryan Acevedo, Vice President – present  David Blank, Member – present 
Robert Myers, Member – present   Matthew Welch, Member - present 
Mary Ann Cotter, Member – present   Myah Derer, Jr. Council Member - absent 
 

Also, in attendance were: 
Anthony Scioli, Mayor 
Michael Gombar, Solicitor 
Brian Boyer, Engineer 
Todd Trupp, Chief of Police 
Kelly J. Yanos, Manager 
Bonnie L. Frisco, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Anthony Tucci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Opening prayer was led by Pastor James Farnsworth. 
 
VISITOR(S):  Chad Henderson, Michele Katzin, Barry Katzin, Jeff Rhoads, Christen Thompson, Suzy and Russ 
Lander 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: None 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Motion: Approve appointments as listed below, a through k.  
Moved by: Mary Ann Cotter Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
a) Joseph Peterson – Planning Commission – 4-year term to expire 12/31/28 
b) Bruce Weidenhammer – Civil Service Commission – 6-year term to expire 12/31/30 
c) Christen Thompson – Recreation Board – 5-year term to expire 12/31/29 
d) Susanne Walley – Board of Health – 5-year term to expire 12/31/29 
e) Michael Gombar, Jr. and Christopher Muvdi – Planning Commission Solicitor 
f) Charlie Benson – Vacancy Board 
g) Bonnie L. Frisco – Deputy Tax Collector 
h) Fred Mogel, Esq. – Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor 
i) Robin Emerick – Recording Secretary – Civil Service Commission 
j) Dan Becker, Esq. – Solicitor – Civil Service Commission 
k) Seltzer Group – Borough’s Insurance Agent 
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ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
Motion: Approve resolutions as listed below.  
Moved by: Mary Ann Cotter Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
 2025-01 - No Employee Contribution to Police Pension Plan 
 2025-02 – Appoint Kelly J. Yanos as Borough Manager 
 2025-03 – Appoint Berks EIT Tax Bureau as EIT and LST Tax Collector 
 2025-04 – Appoint Brian Boyer of Boyer Engineering Associates as Borough’s Engineer 
 2025-06 – Appoint Bonnie L. Frisco as Borough Secretary and Treasurer  
 2025-07 – Appoint Truist Bank as the Investment Institution 
 2025-08 – Appoint Systems Design Engineering as the Zoning and Codes Officer 
 2025-10 – Appoint Michael Gombar, Jr., Esq. and Christopher C. Muvdi, Esq. of Masano Bradley as the 

Borough Solicitor 
 2025-11 – Appoint Vist Bank as the Depository for Operating Funds 
 2025-12 – Re-enacting the Real Estate Transfer Tax 
 2025-13 – Appoint Bonnie L. Frisco as the Admin Officer of the Borough Pension Plans 
 2025-14 – Appoint Barry Katzin as the Fire Marshal and Fire Code Inspector 
 2025-15 – Appoint Anthony Scioli and Anthony Tucci as the Deputy Emergency Management Coordina-

tors 
 2025-16 – Appoint Steve Rathman to the Zoning Hearing Board for a 3-year term to expire 12/31/27 
 2025-18 – Set the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2025 
 
Motion: Approve Resolution No. 2025-05 – Appoint Matthew Welch as Emergency Management Coordinator.  
Moved by: Ryan Acevedo Seconded by: Matthew Elgonitis   
 
Vote: Motion carried 6-1 with abstention by Matthew Welch. 
 
Motion: Approve Resolution No. 2025-09 – Appoint Herbein & Company as the Independent Auditor. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Robert Myers   
 
Vote: Motion carried 6-1 with abstention by Mary Ann Cotter as her daughter is a partner at Herbein & 
Company. 
 
Motion: Approve Resolution No. 2025-17 – Appoint Anthony Tucci to the Birdsboro Municipal Authority for a 
5-year term to expire 12/31/29.  
Moved by: Ryan Acevedo Seconded by: Matthew Welch    
 
Vote: Motion carried 6-1 with abstention by Anthony Tucci. 
 
MINUTES – DECEMBER 16, 2024 COUNCIL MEETING 
Motion: Approve December 16, 2024 Council meeting minutes as presented.  
Moved by: David Blank Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
BILLS LIST 
Motion: Approve the bills list dated January 20, 2025, and checks for ratification dated December 17, 2024 – 
January 19, 2025. 
 

Bills Payable       89,377.79 
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Checks for Ratification    236,547.02 
 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: David Blank  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 

 
INTERIM BILLS AND PAYROLL 
Motion: Approve the interim bills and payroll. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Motion: Approve the Treasurer’s Report dated January 20, 2025. 
 

General (Surplus/Deficit) 230,442.98 
Harms (Surplus/Deficit) (20,245.98) 
Liquid Fuels (Surplus/Deficit) (88,823.46) 
 

Moved by: David Blank Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Council recessed into Executive Session at 7:11 p.m. to discuss personnel.  The Regular meeting 
reconvened at 7:30 p.m.  Solicitor Michael Gombar noted the Executive Session was to discuss a personnel 
matter.  No action to be taken. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
Following, motions were made. 
 
Motion: Accept with regret, Kenneth Templin’s resignation as Fire Marshal 
Motion: Approve $164 contribution toward plaque for Kenneth Templin. 
Motion: Renew the UCC Board of Appeals Agreement. 
Motion: Release Budgeted Donation of $1,500 for the VFW painting project. 
Motion: Approve Pretzel City’s 4/6/25 10M Race Pavilion Rental Application. 
 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: David Blank  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Main Bird Park: Discussion on Gazebo and Security Camera 
Ryan Acevedo noted damage to the lights and light tunnel at Main Bird Park and suggested security cameras 
be considered for Main Bird Park.  The status of Main Bird Park gazebo was discussed. 
 
Motion: Approve to allow the gazebo to remain in Main Bird Park. 
Moved by: Ryan Acevedo Seconded by: Mary Ann Cotter  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Contract with ADP for Payroll Services 
Motion: Approve contracting with ADP for payroll services at an approximate annual cost of 4,500. 
 
Moved by: Mary Ann Cotter Seconded by: Matthew Welch  
Vote: Motion carried 6-1 with abstention by Ryan Acevedo due to family employment at ADP. 
 
Beacon Birdsboro Request for Removal of Tax Penalty 
Motion: Deny the Beacon Birdsboro request for removal of tax penalty. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
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Police Pension COLA (Executive Session) 
 
Request for Disability Pension (Executive Session) 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Engineer Brian Boyer reviewed the Engineer’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Solicitor Michael Gombar reviewed the Solicitor’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.   
 
Peddler’s License Fee Ordinance for Enactment 
Motion: Approve the Peddler’s License Fee Ordinance.  
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Mary Ann Cotter  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Plum Street One-Way Ordinance 
Motion: Approve the Plum Street One-Way Ordinance.  
Moved by: David Blank Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Truck Parking Draft Ordinance Discussion 
Solicitor Michael Gombar to have a draft written-up for comment at the next meeting. 
 
100 W. 1st Street Resolution for Consideration (Executive Session) 
 
MAYOR/POLICE REPORT 
Amend LSA Resolution 2024-20 – Change Signators to Ryan Acevedo and Anthony Tucci 
Motion: Amend LSA Resolution 2024-20 changing signators to Ryan Acevedo and Anthony Tucci.  
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Berks County Emergency Response Team 
Motion: Approve the resolution to authorize Chief Todd Trupp and Sergeant Adam Borz to be part of the 
Berks County Emergency Response Team Board.  
Moved by: David Blank Seconded by: Matthew Elgonitis  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Dismiss Current Civil Service List/Start New List 
Motion: Approve dismissing the current Civil Service list and starting a new list. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Hire Deron Manndel 
Motion: Approve the hiring of Deron Manndel for position of Police Officer. 
Moved by: David Blank Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: No new report. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Adopt the 2021 Version of the Internation Fire Code 
Motion: Authorize the Solicitor to prepare an ordinance to adopt the 2021 Version of the Internation Fire 
Code. 
Moved by: Ryan Acevedo Seconded by: Matthew Welch  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
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Emergency Operations Plan (Executive Session) 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: No new report 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: No new report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Noted, was Boone Area Library’s need for Trustees. 
 
RECREATION BOARD 
Girl Scouts Use of Main Bird Park February 23 for Drive Thru Cookie Booth 
Motion: Approve the use of Main Bird Park for February 23 for the Girls Scouts Drive Thru Cookie Booth. 
Moved by: Mary Ann Cotter Seconded by: Matthew Elgonitis  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Christen Thompson noted Farmer’s Markets will begin May 10, to be held biweekly.  A vendor committee has 
been formed. 
 
HEALTH BOARD: No new report 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT No new report 
 
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Robert Myers noted the recent E. 1st road rage incident and recommended a yield sign be placed on the 

east side of W. 1st Street.   
 
Motion: Authorize the installation of a ‘yield- to-oncoming traffic’ sign on the east side of E. 1st Street. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
 Mary Ann Cotter noted resident concerns regarding intersections along Hopewell Road, specifically sight 

distance issues.  Chief Todd Trupp noted there have not been accidents at those locations. 
 Ryan Acevedo asked if letters have been sent to affected businesses relating to the Games of Skill 

ordinance.  Manager Kelly Yanos noted that is being worked on.  Ryan Acevedo noted concerns of 
property owners not keeping sidewalks clear of snow and Chief Todd Trupp noted the Police Department 
is aware of the matter and they are addressing the issue. 

 Anthony Tucci recommended the ‘street opening permit’ ordinance be amended to require more 
stringent road repair requirements. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: None old business 
 
NEW BUSINESS: No new business 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Christen Thompson, 138 N. Spruce Street, noted concerns of lack of video speed of the security cameras at 
Rustic Park. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Council recessed into Executive Session at 8:15 p.m. to discuss two personnel matters, the 
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Emergency Management Operations Plan and a real estate matter.  The regular meeting reconvened at 
8:50 p.m.  Solicitor Michael Gombar noted that two personnel matters, the Birdsboro Borough 
Emergency Operations Plan, and Real Estate were discussed in Executive Session.  The following motions 
resulted. 
 
Police Pension COLA 
Motion: Approve a 1% COLA increase for the Police Pension participants. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
Birdsboro Borough Emergency Operations Plan 
Motion: Accept the Birdsboro Borough Emergency Operations Plan. 
Moved by: Mary Ann Cotter Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 
 
100 W. 1st Street Property 
Motion: Table acceptance of the 100 W. 1st Street property. 
Moved by: Matthew Welch Seconded by: Ryan Acevedo  Vote: Motion carried 7-0 

 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       

Bonnie L. Frisco 
      Borough Secretary 


