Meeting Minutes of the
BIRDSBORO BOROUGH COUNCIL

OCTOBER 21, 2024 7:00 P.M. — BOROUGH HALL

Council roll call:

Anthony Tucci, President — present Matthew Elgonitis, Member — present
Ryan Acevedo, Vice President — present David Blank, Member — present

Robert Myers, Member — present Matthew Welch, Member - present

Mary Ann Cotter, Member — present Myah Derer, Jr. Council Member - present

Also, in attendance were:
Anthony Scioli, Mayor
Michael Gombar, Solicitor
Sam Reeser, Engineer
Todd Trupp, Chief of Police
Kelly J. Yanos, Manager
Bonnie L. Frisco, Secretary/Treasurer

CALL TO ORDER: Anthony Tucci called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.

OPENING PRAYER: Opening prayer was led by the Pastor James Farnsworth.

VISITOR(S): Pastor James Farnsworth, Don Wary, Christen Thompson, Suzy and Russ Lander, Christen
Thompson

AGENDA AMENDMENTS — No agenda amendments
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: None

MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion to approve the September 16, 2024 Council Meeting minutes as presented.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X

BILLS LIST
Motion to approve bills list dated October 21, 2024 and checks for ratification dated September 17, 2024 —
October 20, 2024.

Bills Payable 25,033.14
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Checks for Ratification 439,121.79

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

INTERIM BILLS AND PAYROLL
Motion to approve the interim bills and payroll.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank X
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

TREASURER’S REPORT
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated October 21, 2024.

Treasurers’ Report

General (Surplus/(Deficit) 491,229.49

Harms (Surplus/(Deficit) 106,667.22

Liquid Fuels (Surplus/(Deficit) (46,161.27)

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank X
Mary Ann Cotter X X
Matthew Elgonitis X
Robert Myers X
Matthew Welch X X
Anthony Tucci X

Political Signs Zoning Ordinance Amendment Hearing
The regular meeting recessed at 7:09 p.m. at which time the public hearing for the Dumpster Zoning
Ordinance amendments commenced.

Solicitor Michael Gombar entered Exhibits 1-5. There were no comments from Council or the Public.

The hearing concluded at 7:10 p.m. and the regular meeting recommenced.
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Motion to approve the Dumpster Zoning Ordinance amendment as presented.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank X
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

MANAGER’S REPORT

Property Tax Appeal

Motion to approve property tax forgiveness for Kevin Fisher and Robert Edinger of 233 Hopewell Street to pay
the Borough 2024 real estate tax at the flat rate instead of the penalty rate, to be paid within 30 days.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank X
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XXX |X|X|X|[X

LSA Grant Approval

Motion to approve Resolution No. 2024-20 authorizing Chief Trupp and Borough Manager Kelly Yanos, to
execute all documentation associated with the LSA-Statewide grant application for funding for solar-powered
speed alert signs in the amount of $30,320.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X

Trick or Treat
Motion to approve Resolution No. 2024-21 permitting trick-or-treat activities on October 31, 2024, from 6:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank X
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Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis X
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

XX | X|X| X

Animal Control Proposal

There was review of the proposed Animal Contract Proposal from Safety Net Sanctuary/Lost and Found
Animal Control, LLC. It was requested to Animal Control Proposal information from Berks County Animal
Rescue League.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Engineer Sam Reeser reviewed the Engineer’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.

Land Swap Subdivision Update
Motion to recommend approval of granting of variance for the Land Swap Subdivision for lot size and lot
width.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank X X
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis X
Robert Myers X
Matthew Welch X X
Anthony Tucci X

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Solicitor Michael Gombar reviewed the Solicitor’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.

Public Hearing and Enact Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Dumpsters
Enactment handled earlier in the meeting.

Discuss Permit/License and Annual Tax on ‘Games of Skill’

Solicitor Michael Gombar noted the risk of legislation to be passed at the state level causing risk of the
collection of the tax and Solicitor Michael Gombar noted that area municipalities are collecting a ‘games of
skill’ tax.

Executive Session for Real Estate (no action — can be held after Council meeting adjourns)

MAYOR/POLICE REPORT
Approval of Resolution for Local Share Assessment Grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority
Matter addressed under the Manager’s Report.

Police Chief Trupp noted that the Halloween Parade went well and the National Night Out was well attached.
The Police Department is putting plans in place for coverage for Election Day.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The Finance Committee met to review the 2025 budget.
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Matthew Welch noted the National Night Out event was well received.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: No new report

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: No new report
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: No new report

RECREATION BOARD

Fireworks Contract and Bette’s Bounces, LLC Contract

Motion to approve the International Fireworks Mfg Co fireworks contract for $5,750 and the Bette’s Bounces,
LLC contract for $3,055.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X

HEALTH BOARD: No new report
FIRE DEPARTMENT No new report

COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS

e Robert Myers noted the Schuylkill River Passenger Rail Authority will meet October 28, 2024 in Reading
with a 3:00 p.m. reception.

e  Matthew Elgonitis noted the Borough received Tower Direct report.

e Ryan Acevedo noted that the speed sign on Jefferson Street is out and also requested a monthly Code
Enforcement Report be provided to Council.

e Matthew Welch noted frustration with Tower Direct’s billing relating to erroneous billing to customers
and their lack of providing an audit and correcting the situation. Complaints are being received regarding
Tower Direct’s services. Matthew Welch suggested holding Tower Direct’s next payment, Solicitor
Michael Gombar noted he will look at the agreement to see what remedies are in place and follow up
with a letter to Tower Direct.

e Anthony Tucci noted a Trunk or Treat event will be held October 26, 2024 at St. Marks’ Church.

e Mpyah Derer noted that the Optimist Club had concerns regarding the Halloween Parade and Robert
Myers noted he will relay the comments to the Rotary Club.

OLD BUSINESS: No old business
NEW BUSINESS: No new business

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie L. Frisco
Borough Secretary



