Meeting Minutes of the
BIRDSBORO BOROUGH COUNCIL

AUGUST 19, 2024 7:00 P.M. — BOROUGH HALL

Council roll call:

Anthony Tucci, President — present Matthew Elgonitis, Member — present
Ryan Acevedo, Vice President - present David Blank, Member — present

Robert Myers, Member — present Matthew Welch, Member - present

Mary Ann Cotter, Member — present Maya Derer, Jr. Council Member - present

Also, in attendance were:
Anthony Scioli, Mayor
Michael Gombar, Solicitor
Sam Reeser, Engineer
Adam Borz, Police Sergeant
Kelly J. Yanos, Manager
Bonnie L. Frisco, Secretary/Treasurer
Myah Dehrer, Junior Council Member

CALL TO ORDER: Anthony Tucci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.

OPENING PRAYER: Opening prayer was led by the Pastor James Farnsworth.

VISITOR(S): Steve Lusky, Joe Peterson, Don Wary, Mark Derer, Suzy and Russ Lander, Jody Ewing, Sue Walley,
Tom Brungard

AGENDA AMENDMENTS — No agenda amendments

PRESENTATION — TRAIN STATION LOT REFURBISHMENT

Steve Lusky and Joe Peterson were present to provide plans for the proposed Veteran’s Memorial for the
former train station location at W. 1t and N. Furnace Streets. The anticipated dedication date is Memorial
Day, 2025. Mark Derer asked if the corner road layout will change and Steve Lusky responded that it would
not. Jody Ewing noted concerns with parking located in the back of the property. Steve Lusky explained that
the design provides for the Memorial to be in the front and parking in the back, with overnight parking
restrictions. Steve Lusky noted that the project will be at no cost to the Borough (with the exception of future
maintenance of the site)

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: None

MINUTES - JULY 15, 2024 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion to approve the July 15, 2024 Council Meeting minutes as presented.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X X
David Blank X

Mary Ann Cotter X
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Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

X | X | X | X

BILLS LIST
Motion to approve bills list dated August 19, 2024 and checks for ratification dated July 16, 2024 — August 18,
2024.

Bills Payable 30,504.71
Checks for Ratification 284,121,52

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo X
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X]|X|X

INTERIM BILLS AND PAYROLL
Motion to approve the interim bills and payroll.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank X
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

TREASURER’S REPORT
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated August 19, 2024.

Treasurers’ Report

General (Surplus/(Deficit) 678,202.17
Harms (Surplus/(Deficit) (99,130.41)
Liquid Fuels (Surplus/(Deficit) (32,569.05)
Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent
Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X

Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers

XX | X|X|X
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Matthew Welch X X
Anthony Tucci X
MANAGER’S REPORT

HB 1976 & 2045

Motion to authorize the mailing of the opposition letter regarding HB 1976 & 2045.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank

Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers X
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

Resignation of Administrative Assistant
Kelly Yanos informed Council that Administrative Assistant Rebecca Aulenbach has resigned and her last day is
8/23/24.

Replacement of Administrative Assistant (Executive Session)
Replacement and job description of the Administrative Assistant to be discussed in Executive Session.

Met-Ed Substation (Executive Session)

Close Water Street 10/12/24
Motion to approve closure of Water Street on 10/12/24 from 4-7 PM, for Abundant Life Church’s Community
Harvest Block Party. Rain date is 10/13/24.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis X
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

Tennis/Pickleball Sign for Vest Pocket
The new Vest Pocket Park sign purchases by The Woman’s Club has been installed.

H&K Expansion
The H&K Expansion committee consists of Jeffrey Kauffman and Mary Ann Cotter from the BMA and Anthony
Tucci and Dave Blank from Council. Meetings to be scheduled and advertised.

National Night Out
National Night Out has been rescheduled to October 1.
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Code Red Notification System
Birdsboro residents are encouraged to register for this service at https://accountportal.onsolve.net/Birdsboro

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Engineer Sam Reeser reviewed the Engineer’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.

Land Swap Subdivision
Sam Reeser noted that the Land Swap plans have been submitted to the Borough.

Motion to engage the services of Systems Design Engineering for review of the Land Swap Subdivision plans
for the cost of $2,500.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X

PWD Facility Expansion

DCED/CFA is accepting applications for LSA grant funds. The Borough Engineer plans to apply for funding for
the public works facility. There is no match for these grants. The public works facility is located the floodplain
so if building occurs at the same site flood insurance will continue to be required. Kelly Yanos stated that
building in flood plains is not eligible for grant funding.

Bid Specifications for East 1st Bridge Repair
Motion to submit the permit for the East 1st Street Bridge repair and put out the bid specifications.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX X|X|X|X|[X

Total Recycle 2 Update
No new plans have been submitted for the Total Recycle 2 project. Matthew Welch suggested a tour of the
Total Recycle plant be scheduled.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Solicitor Michael Gombar reviewed the Solicitor’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.
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Political Signs Zoning Ordinance Amendment Hearing

The regular meeting recessed at 7:04 p.m. at which time the public hearing for the Political Signs Zoning
Ordinance amendments commenced.

Solicitor Michael Gombar entered Exhibits 1-5. There were no comments from Council or the Public.

The hearing concluded at 7:12 p.m. and the regular meeting recommenced.

Motion to approve the Political Signs Zoning Ordinance amendment as presented.

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank

Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

Motion 2nd

Yes No Abstain Absent

XX X|X|X|X|[X

Review of Berks County Planning Commission review letter on proposed Dumpster Ordinance amendment

Motion to accept, as written, the Berks County Planning Commission review letter on the proposed Dumpster

Ordinance amendment.

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank

Mary Ann Cotter
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch
Anthony Tucci

Motion 2nd

Yes No Abstain Absent

X

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X

MAYOR/POLICE REPORT
Sergeant Adam Borz noted several vehicle thefts. Also noted was the incident of the fireplace vandalism at

Rustic Park.

Mayor Anthony Scioli thanked the Women’s Club for the new sign at the tennis/pickleball courts.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: No new report

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Matthew Welch noted he will be taking the G191 course. Approval of reallocation of $700 for a tablet for
Deputy Fire Marshal Katzin was tabled.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Discussion to take place in Executive Session.
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INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE: No new report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: No new report

RECREATION BOARD: No new report

HEALTH BOARD: No new report

FIRE DEPARTMENT: No new report

COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS

e David Blank asked if the Legion Field agreement has been signed and it was noted that it was. David
Blank asked if residents are to pay ambulance bills and it was noted that they are not.

e Mary Ann Cotter asked if garbage trucks are allowed to collect trash prior to 6:00 a.m. and Kelly Yanos
noted she will look into it.

e Ryan Acevedo noted he is no longer on the Recreation Board or is the BYS President. Also noting that he
will be attending the next two meetings via zoom due to health reasons.

e Matthew Welch inquired about the Tower Health audit and it was noted that they are starting to look into
the audit.

OLD BUSINESS: No old business

NEW BUSINESS: No new business

PUBLIC COMMENT

e Sue Walley, 536 S. Walnut Street, asked about microphones because there is difficulty hearing in the
audience.

e Don Wary, 511 Jefferson Street, noted a ‘stop here’ stripe is needed at Jackson Street to trip the traffic
light.

e Thomas Brungard, 908 Union Street, asked if Comcast offered a TV channel to the Borough to use and it
was noted that they did not. Another alternative for televising the Council meetings is Youtube.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The regular meeting recessed into Executive Session at 8:46 p.m. to discuss personnel and litigation. The
regular meeting reconvened at 9:05 p.m.

Motion to authorize advertising of the Administrative Assistant position and approve the Job Description as
presented.

Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent

Ryan Acevedo
David Blank
Mary Ann Cotter X
Matthew Elgonitis
Robert Myers
Matthew Welch X
Anthony Tucci

XX |[X|X|X|X|[X
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie L. Frisco
Borough Secretary



