
Meeting Minutes of the 
BIRDSBORO BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MAY 20, 2024 7:00 P.M.  – BOROUGH HALL 
 
Council roll call: 

Anthony Tucci, President – present   Matthew Elgonitis, Member – present 
Ryan Acevedo, Vice President - present  David Blank, Member – present 
Robert Myers, Member – present   Matthew Welch, Member - present 
Mary Ann Cotter, Member - present 
 

Also, in attendance were: 
Anthony Scioli, Mayor 
Michael Gombar, Solicitor 
Sam Reeser, Engineer 
Adam Borz, Police Sergeant/Officer-in-charge 
Kelly J. Yanos, Manager 
Bonnie L. Frisco, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Anthony Tucci called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag.  
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Opening prayer was led by Pastor Jim Farnsworth. 
 
VISITOR(S):  Barry Katzin, Suzy and Russell Lander, Cara Welch, Donna Elgonitis, Sue Walley, Pastor Jim 
Farnsworth, Tom Brungard 
 
SWEARING IN CEREMONY – OFFICER JAMES DEMSKO: Tabled to the June meeting. 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:  None at this time 
 
Motion to amend the agenda to include under the Manager’s Report, discussion regarding the tennis court 
lights. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis  X X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:  None 
 
MINUTES – APRIL 15, 2024 COUNCIL MEETING 
Motion to approve the April 15, 2024 Council Meeting minutes as amended.  Amendments are to note that 
Matthew Welch led the opening prayer and combine Public Safety and Emergency Management items. 
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 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter X  X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch  X X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
BILLS LIST 
Motion to approve bills list dated May 20, 2024 and checks for ratifications dated April 16, 2024 – May 19, 
2024.  
 

Bills Payable     118,531.19 
Checks for Ratification    174,305.85 
 

Anthony Tucci called for a roll call vote. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank X  X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch   X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
 
INTERIM BILLS AND PAYROLL 
Motion to approve the interim bills and payroll. 
 
Anthony Tucci called for a roll call vote. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X XX   

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X XX   

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
XX – Mary Ann Cotter and Robert Myers voted no for approval of charges on the Cardmember Services credit 
card for registration fees for the PSAB Convention including line item number G401460 for $250, line item 
number G402460 for $250 and line item number G400460 for $750.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated May 20, 2024. 
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Treasurers’ Report 
General (Surplus/(Deficit) (355,584.98) 
Harms (Surplus/(Deficit) (55,945.72) 
Liquid Fuels (Surplus/(Deficit) 116,604.11 
 

Anthony Tucci called for a roll call vote. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
Appointments 
Motion to appoint Dave Chaney to the Recreation Board. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis X  X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch   X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Motion to appoint Elizabeth Young to the Health Board to fill John Peterson’s term which expires December 
31, 2025.   
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Motion to appoint Myah Derer to the position of Jr. Council Member   
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter X  X    
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Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers  X X    

Matthew Welch   X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Barry Katzin Training Request 
Motion to approve the following training payments for Barry Katzin for a total of $755. 
 
September 17, 2024  IAAI Photovoltaic Systems $285 
November 13 & 14, 2024  IAAI Forensic Photography $325 
February, 2025       $145 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank  X X    
Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers    X   

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Robert Myers noted that he voted no to the above motion because Fire Marshal Ken Templin has not had 
similar expenses and secondarily because these expenses were not budgeted.  Also, noting that the 
unbudgeted expense may have been considered if it was an emergency situation. 
 
Legion Tax Exoneration 
Motion to approve the American Legion request for a (for the old EMS building) tax exoneration for the 2023 
unpaid Borough taxes, estimated to be $602.37 – 676.13). 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis  X X    

Robert Myers     X  

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
EMS Billing 
It has come to the Borough’s attention that Tower Direct has been charging residents copay fees for 
ambulance services which is in conflict with the Borough’s contract with Tower Direct.  The matter has been 
discussed with the Tower Direct representative and Tower Direct will be conducting an audit of emergency 
transport billings from January 1, 2024 to present, and will come back to the Borough to discuss a plan for 
refunding the charges to the Borough residents. 
 
Pioneer Crossing Landfill Expansion Meeting Update 
Mary Ann Cotter provided an update of the Pioneer Crossing Landfill Expansion Hearing.  The hearing was 
held April 26.  The proposal is to expand the landfill by 41 acres.  Noted was the potential of additional 
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tipping fees.  The project would require a holding tank to separate out the mild leachate, as only the mild 
leachate would be sent to the Birdsboro Sewer Plant for treatment. 
  
Land Swap Subdivision Services 
The Birdsboro Municipal Authority agreed to accept the quote for subdivision services from Boyer 
Engineering in the amount of $19,365, and split the cost with the Borough. 
 
Credit Cards 
Motion to approve using Square for credit card transactions at a card reader cost not to exceed $700. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Tennis Court Lights 
Kelly Yanos noted that the Borough has received a bill from Met-Ed claiming that the tennis court lighting was 
installed illegally on an electrical pole and suggested a quote be obtained from A.N. Lynch to relocated the 
tennis court lights to a new pole while A.N. Lynch is fixing the other poles. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Engineer Sam Reeser reviewed the Engineer’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.   
 
Bid Specifications for East 1st Bridge Repair 
Sam Reeser noted the East 1st Street bridge repairs contract documents are being revised and the permit 
application is being prepared. 
 
MS4 Revised Plan 
Sam Reeser noted that they need to reach to the DEP regarding the MS4 revised plan. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Solicitor Michael Gombar reviewed the Solicitor’s Report, a copy of which will be kept on file.   
 
Fire Cost Recovery Ordinance 
Motion to approve the Fire Recovery Cost Recovery Ordinance. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo   X    

David Blank  X X    

Mary Ann Cotter   X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch X  X    

Anthony Tucci   X    
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Political Signs Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
Motion to authorize Solicitor Michael Gombar to advertise the Police Signs Zoning Ordinance Amendment. 
 

 Motion 2nd Yes No Abstain Absent 

Ryan Acevedo  X X    

David Blank   X    

Mary Ann Cotter X  X    

Matthew Elgonitis   X    

Robert Myers   X    

Matthew Welch   X    

Anthony Tucci   X    

 
Legion Ballfield Agreement 
Anthony Tucci noted that updated schedules need to be provided from the Legion as the parties involved 
need to know who is playing.  Ryan Acevedo noted that he has concerns regarding the prioritization of 
practices.  Solicitor Michael Gombar noted that the agreement needs to be back to the committee. 
 
Legion 2023 Tax Exoneration:  Matter was already discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
MAYOR/POLICE REPORT 
Adam Borz noted that Officer Brenner is out on leave, Chief Todd Trupp is out on medical leave and is doing 
well.  Officer James Demsko is newly hired and is retired from the Reading Police Department and was more 
recently working for Mohnton Borough. 
 
Mayor Anthony Scioli noted that the Memorial Day Parade is May 27.  Mayor Anthony Scioli also noted that 
he will be providing the message at the Memorial Day Sunday service at St. Mark’ Lutheran Church. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Anthony Tucci noted a Finance Committee is to be scheduled. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Matthew Welch noted that there has been blast notifications and he continues to attend training classes. 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  No new report 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE:  No new report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  No new report 
 
RECREATION BOARD 
Ryan Acevedo noted that if the Recreation Board can get more help with the Farmers’ Markets they may be 
able to go back to two per month. 
 
HEALTH BOARD 
Sue Walley noted the Health Board took a tour of the Water Plant. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No new report 
 
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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• David Blank noted that someone backed into the pole at Rustic Park that houses a security camera.  The 

police will review the recorded tapes further.  David Blank requested quotes be obtained for digital file 
keeping. 

• Mary Ann Cotter the special days for emergency services and thanked everyone for their service.  Mary 
Ann Cotter thanked Chief Sewer Operator Shawn Hoster for coordinating a wonderful presentation at 
the Sewer Plant.  Mary Ann Cotter recommended residents go on the Water Advisor app as it is a 
wonderful tool.  Mary Ann Cotter suggested the Authority and Council discuss the quarry expansion and 
Solicitor Michael Gombar noted that would need to be discussed in Executive Session.   

• Matthew Elgonitis noted the Tower Direct report in the packet, providing a few highlights of the report. 

• Ryan Acevedo thanked the Police Department for all they do and noted that the Water Treatment Plant 
tour was amazing and he has spoken to Shawn Hoster about a Sewer Department Plant Tour. 

• Matthew Welch noted that Nurses Week was a couple weeks ago and thanked all the nurses for all the 
hard work they do.  Matthew Welch noted he attended the EMS kick-off event in Washington, DC.  
Matthew Welch also thanked all law enforcement and emergency providers. 

• Anthony Tucci echoed Matthew Welch’s comments. 

• David Blank noted that Jay Leno was in town Friday and liked the J.P. Mascaro car museum. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  No old business 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  No new business 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Suzy Lander, 534 Silverbrook Drive, suggested the Fire Company be allowed to respond to emergency calls as 
they get to the emergency before the ambulance. 
 
Donna Elgonitis, 217 S. Walnut Street, thanked the Borough for purchasing the new street sweeper, noting 
that the streets look great. 
 
Russ Lander, 534 Silverbrook Drive, asked what is going on at Beacon and Kelly Yanos noted it is owned by a 
company that does technology, such as cameras, fax machines, etc. 
 
Anthony Tucci requested that Codes be asked to check into the BEC site, 400 W. 2nd Street. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Council recessed into Executive Session at 8:44 p.m. to discuss the quarry matter.  The regular meeting will 
not be reconvened, no action will be taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
      Bonnie L. Frisco 
      Borough Secretary 


